
 

SOUTH WAIRARAPA DISTRICT COUNCIL  

3 APRIL 2013 
   
 

AGENDA ITEM D3 
 

CORPORATE SUPPORT GROUP REPORT 
   
 

Purpose of Report 
To update Councillors on the Corporate Support Group activities. 

Recommendations 
Officers recommend that the Council: 

1. Receives the information.  

2. Receive the financial statements for the eight months ended 28 
February2013. 

1. Executive Summary  

The 2013/14 Annual Plan has been a key focus. The next workshop is 
planned for 3 April following the Council meeting with the draft due for 
adoption Tuesday 17 April. 

Governance matters have taken a new importance for the Writer, with a 
couple of interesting meetings being attended, including reviewing and 
providing feedback (with the MCD and CDC CE’s) on the Martin Jenkins draft 
report. 

John O’Connell has been appointed our new Audit Director, taking over from 
Leon Pietersie. This follows Audit New Zealand’s policy of rotating Directors 
every six years. John has previously been an Audit Director for SWDC. 

Our Bankers (BNZ) presented various topics last week. The Economy seems 
to be trundling along, however it is the BNZ’s view that the economy is still 
delicate. Confidence is higher than it has been for a while. Also, it would 
appear that the global economy is recovering from any financial shock 
quicker than in the past. 

A pleasant morning was spent at Sandy Bay discussing issues around the 
lease. It is intended Sandy Bay be included in the coastal reserves 
management plan to ensure consistency of approach. 

We welcome Brandon Dittmer to the engineering team. Brandon will take 
over from Simon Leary who is moving on for personal reasons. 



Mike Sims, one of our BCO’s, has also decided to move on, and we welcome 
Derek Staines (back) to the building team. 

Discussions continue on the utilization of Citycare’s customer request 
system for all SWDC customer requests. Citycare’s system is web based and 
can be used and managed from any location. 

2. Discussion 

2.1 Financial Statements 
The financial statements for the eight months ended 28 February 2013 are 
attached as Appendix 1. 
 
 

2.2 Rate Arrears 
Efforts continue on rate arrears. The table below outlines the situation as at 
11 February 2013, and excludes multi ownership Maori land. 
 
Date Amount 

$’000 

Number Days since 
instalment 

due 

SWDC 
component 

$’000 

(81%) 

30 June 2011 $851 631 31 $689 

1 August 2011 $780 463 64 $632 

28 November 2011 $969 760 7 $785 

1 March 2012 $925 690 7 $740 

16 March 2012 $830 602 23 $672 

23 March 2012 $790 555 30 $640 

1 June 2012 $855 722 10 $692 

19 June 2012 $730 632 31 $591 

10 September 2012 $947  21 $767 

15 February 2013 $820 565 57 $664 

 
The fragility of rate arrears has unfortunately reared its ugly head. I have 
no view on why this instalment has increased, however we will be pursuing 
the outstanding amounts as usual. 
 

2.3 Sandy Bay 
Draft lease conditions have been received from Hiwi trust and these will be 
reviewed in the next week or so. I spoke to our valuers who indicated the 
price may have been at the high end of the range but was “reasonable”. 

2.4 Annual Plan 
The next workshop is planned for April 3 (after the Council meeting).  

The Draft Annual Plan is due for adoption 17 April, and we are on track to 
achieve this. 



The timetable is included as Appendix 2 for reference. 

2.5 Governance 
I attended my first Governance meeting last week, and have provided 
feedback to the Martin Jenkins draft report on financial viability. This report 
is due to be presented to the Governance working party on 26 March. 

 

 

3. Appendix 

Appendix 1 – Financial Statements for the eight months ended 28 February 
2013 

Appendix 2 – 2013/14 Annual Plan Timeline 
 

 

 

 
Contact Officer: Paul Crimp, Group Manager Corporate Support 
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Appendix 2 – 2013/14 
Annual Plan Timeline 



2013/14 Draft Annual Plan Timetable

February Wed 6 Waitangi Day
Wed 20 Council / Policy & Finance Meetings
Wed 27 Workshop with Councillors on issues and seek guidance

March Wed 20 Draft first cut AP to Councillors
Friday 29 Good Friday

April Mon 1 Easter Monday
Wed 3 Council / Policy & Finance Meetings
Wed 3 Annual Plan workshop
Thur 10 Deliver final Draft Annual Plan to Mayor / Councillors
Tue 17 Adopt Draft Annual Plan- Special Meeting
Thur 25 ANZAC Day

May Mon 6 Public consultation Martinborough
Tue 13 Public consultation Featherston
Wed 14 Public consultation Greytown
Wed 15 Council / Policy & Finance Meetings
Thur 16 Public consultation Rural
Mon 20 Submissions close
Fri 31 Submission summary to Mayor / Councillors

June Mon 3 Queen's Birthday
Mon 10 Hearing of submissions
Tue 11 Hearing of submissions
Wed 26 Council / Policy & Finance Meetings
Wed 26 Adopt AP  

 

 


